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A Vtoyage of the Emperor of China into the Eaflern 
Tartary, Anno . 1682. 

T He Eraperour of China mads a Voyage into the 
Eaftern Tart ary, in ths beginning of this Year 
1682, after having appeafed (by the Death of three rebellious 
Kings) a Revolt, formed in fome Provinces of the Empires 
One of thofe revolted Princes, was ftrangled in the Province 
of which he had made himfelf Mailer: The fecond being 
brought to Pekin with the Principal Heads of his Faction, 
was cut in pieces in the light of the whole Court: The 
moil Conflderable among the Mandarines, adding with their 
own hands in this fad execution, to revenge upon this Rebel 
the Death of their Parents, which he had cauied to be cru¬ 
elly murdered. 

The third which was the moft confiderable, (and indeed 
the chief of all the Revolt) had by a voluntary Death pre¬ 
vented his deferved Punifhment, and fo put an end to a 
War which had lafled for feven Years. 

The Peace having been feded, by the reeftablifhing in the 
Empire and all the Provinces, the Peaceable injoyment of 
their ancient Libertys: The Emperour departed the 23d. 
of March to go into the Province of Loaotum, the Country of 
his Anceftors, with a Defigne of vifiting their Sepulchers, 
and (after having honoured them with the ufual Cere- 
monys) of profecuting his journey into the Eaflern Tart ary : 
This journey was about 11 hundred miles , from Pekin to the 
end of it. 

The Emperour took with him his eld eft Son, a ycursg 
Prince of ten years old, which had already been declared 
Heir of the Empire: The three principal Queens went alfa 
in this journey, each in their guilded Chariotj the princi- 
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pal Kings alfo which compofe this Empire, were ac¬ 
companying with all the Grandees of the Court: And the 
moft confiderable Mandarines of all the Orders, who having 
all a very great Train of Attendants, and very numerous 
Equipage, made a Court about the Emperour of more than 
yocoo Peribns. 

It was his Will that I iliould accompany him in this Jour¬ 
ney, and that I ihould be always near him, to the end I 
might make in his Prefence, the Obfervations, neceflary for 
knowing the dhpolition of the Heavens, the elevation cf 
the Pole, the magnetical Declinations of every Place, and 
for meafuring with Mathematical Inftruments, the height 
of the Mountains, and the didances of Places: Pie was well 
pieafed alfo to be informed of what concerned Meteors, and 
many other Phyfical and Mathematical Matters. 

In fo much, that he gave Order to an Officer to carry up¬ 
on Horfes fuch Inftruments as I ihould have occafton to 
make u(e of, and recommended me to the Prince his Unckle, 
who is alfo his Father in Law, and the fecond Perfon of the 
State, he is called by a Ckinefe Name, which dguides an 
Aflociate of the Empire ; Pie gave Charge to him 
to caufe all things to be provided for me which were ne- 
ceflarv for this Tourney, which this Prince performed with 
a very particular goodnefs, caufing me to lodge always in 
his own Tent, and to eat at his Table. 

The Emperour ordered that they ffiould give me Horfes 
of his own Stables, to the end I might the more effi’y change 
in riding, and tome of thofe were of them he bimlelf had 
rid, which is a mark of very extraordinary diftindtion. In 
this Journey we always went toward the North-eaft : From 
Pekin to the Province of Leao-tum, the wav being; about 
300 miles h pretty equal: In the Province it fdf of Leao- 
tum, it is about 400 miles, but much more unequal by rea- 
fon of the Mountains ■, from the Frontier of this Province to 
the City of Uia, or the River which the Tartars call Songorc , 
and the Chi wife Sumhoa, the way, (which is about 400 
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miles) is very difficult, being eroded fometimes by Moun¬ 
tains extreamiy deep, fometimes by Valleys of extraordina¬ 
ry depth, and through Defert Plains, wherein for two or 
three dayes march we met with nothing. The Mountaines of 
this Country are covered on the Eatl lade with great Oakes 
and old Forreds which have not been cut for fome Ages. 

All the Country which is beyond the Province of Lcao~ 
turn is exceeding defert where nothing is to be feen on all fides 
but Mountains and Vallys, and Denns of Bears , Tigres , and 
other Devouring beads, you can fcarce find a houfe, but on¬ 
ly fome poor Reed butts, upon the fides of fome brooks, and 
dreames. All the Citys and Burrow-towns which I have feen 
in the Province of Eeao-tum, and which are in very great 
numbers are intirely ruined : One can fee nothing through 
the whole Country but old ruined Walls with Rubbell, 
Bricks and Stones. In the out skirts of thefe Citys there 
have been of late fome few houfes built, but without any or¬ 
der. Some of them made of Earth, others of the Rubbifh 
of the old Buildings, the mod part of them covered with 
draw or thatch, and but few with tyles. There is now 
not the lead footdeps remaining of a great number of Towns 
and Villages which were here before the Warr. Becaufe 
the petty King of the Tartars , who began to kindle this 
Warr having but a very fmali Army, caufed the Inhabitants 
of thofe places to take Armes, which places he forthwith 
dedroyed, that he might take from his Soldiers the hopes 
of ever returning again to their own Homes. 

The Capital City of Leao-tum, which is called Xin-Yam, 
is a City very fair and pretty intire, it has as yet the Re- 
maines of an antient Palace. It is ( for as much as I was able 
to remark by divers Obfervations) of the Latitude of 41 
degrees 56 mi nuts, that is to fay, two 'degrees above 
Pekin , tho’ hitherto both the Europeans and the Chinefe have 
given that City the Latitude of 41 degrees. There is in 
that City no declination of the Magnetick Needle, as I 
have found by many reiterated Obfervations. The City of 
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JJla which was almoft the very extream or our journey lyes 
in 44 degrees and 20 minutes. The compafs there declines 
from the South to the Weft one degree 40 minutes. 

But to Refume the profecution of our Journey. From 
Pekin to this extream towards the Eaft there is made a new 
Way, by which the Emperour can commodioufly march 
with his Hcrfe, and the Queens in their Chariots. This 
way is about 10 joot broad, and as even and (height as could 
poflibly be made ; it is extended above 1000 miles , it has a 
little Raifeing on each iide of about a foot high every where 
equal and perfectly parralel to one another ; and this way 
was as neat efpecially when the weather was fair, as a floor 
where the husbandmen beat out their corne in the feild, 
there were alfo certaine perfons along this way, who only 
took care to fniooth and cleanfe it. The Chriftians have no 
where fo great care of fweeping their flreets and publick pla¬ 
ces where the holy Sacrament is to pafs in the Proceflions, 
as thefe Infidels have of cleanfing the wayes, where their 
Kings and their Queens are to pals every time they go out 
of their Palaces. 

There was made for the Return a way like the former, 
they plained or levelled the Mountains as far as they were 
able, they railed Bridges over the Rivers, and for ornament¬ 
ing them, they had extended on each fide of them a fort of 
matts upon which they had painted divers figures of ani¬ 
mals, which had the fame efledt with Tapeftry hangings, 
with which the flreets are ufually hung in Procefiion. 

The Emperor did very feidom make ufe of this way, be¬ 
ing almoft alwayes in hunting : And when he accompanied 
the queens he only Rod by the fide of it, to the end that the 
great number of horfe which were in the train that followed 
fhould not (poile it: He ordinaryly marched at the head of 
this kind of Army. The Queens followed Immediatly in 
their Chariots, with their train and their Equipage; they 
notwithftanding left feme (pace between the King and 
tbemlelves 1 After thefe marched the Kings, the Grandees of 
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the Court and the M&ndartans , every one according to bis 
Rank, behind thefe an infinity of Attendants, and other 
people on horsback brought up the Rere-guard. 

As there was not one City upon ali this way, that could 
either lodge io great a Multitude, or furnifh them with 
Provifions, and that the greateft part cf their Journey was 
through a Country very little inhabited, fo they were ne- 
ceffitated to carry along with them all things that were ne- 
ceflary for the journey, and even Provifions of Victuals for 
three Moneths. 

Upon this Account there were fent before by the ways 
which were made on each fide of the Emperours way, an 
Infinity of Waggons, Camels, Horfes, and Mules for to 
carry the Baggage: Befides thefe the Emperour, the Kings- 
and almoft' all the Grandees of the Court, had great numbers 
of Horfes led, for the ufe of changing from, time to time. 
I do not her e reckon the droves of Beefs, Sheep, and other 
Cattel which they were obliged to have with them. And 
though this great Multitude of Men, Horfes, and Droves 
palled by a way at a good diftance from that of the Empe¬ 
rour, yet it railed fo horrible a duft, that we always feemed 
to march in a cloud, and thence found it difficult to diiiin- 
guifh thofe that marched 15 or 20 paces from us. 

The March was fo well regulated, that this Army in- 
camped every night upon the fides of forne River or Brook. 
’Tvvas for this reafon that they caufed the Tents and the 
Baggage neceffary for this Incamping to fet out very early 
in the Morning; and the Quarter-mailers upon their frit 
arrival, marked the ground molt proper for the placing of the 
Emperors Tent, of the Queens, of the Kings, of the Gran¬ 
dees, of the Court, of the Mandarines , each according to his 
Dignity, and according to the Dignity he had in the 
Chinefe Militia, which is divided into eight orders or into 
eight Standarts. 

In the fpace of three moneths we pafled about ioco 
miles , advancing towards the north call and about as 'many 
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in our returnc: In fine we arrived at which : s a 

Fort fituatcd between the South Sea and die Mountaincs of 
the North : It is there where is the beginning of that fo 
much cellebra cd Wall, and which fcp rates the Province 
of Leao-lum hom that of Pekrly ; from whence it is extended 
very fare on the fide of the North over the tops of the higheft 
Mountains. When we untied this Province, the Empe- 
rour, the Kings, and the Grandee> of the Couit, quitted 
the great way of which we have hitherto lpnken, to take 
that of the Mount ins of the Nor.h, whith are extended 
wi hout interruption towards the North-E.Tt: There fome 
daves were p.ffed in Hunting, which was performed in this 
manner. 

'1 lie Emperour chofe 3000 men of his Life-guard, armed 
with Arrows and Javeliings, and difperfed them lbme on 
this fide fome on that; fo that they pofleft thcmfelves of a 
great circute about the Mountains, which they invironed on 
all parts, which made a kind of Circle whofe Diamiter was 
at lead 3000 paces-, then marching to draw nearer together 
with equal progrefie and without quitting their range, what 
ever Obflacles they found in way (the Emp rour having 
joyned with them fcvcral of the Captains, and of the Gran¬ 
dees of the Court, for the better keeping of their Order ) 
they Reduced this great Circle to another much Ids, which 
had about 300 paces in the Diameter: So that all the Bcafts 
which had been flayed within the firfl, found themfclves 
taken in this lafl as in a Net: for that every one fetting his 
feet upon the ground, they Locked thcmfelves together fo 
clofely, that they left no mefhing place for them to make 
their efcape by. Then they Purfucd them fo Vigcroufly in 
this little fpace, that the poor creatures tired with the vio¬ 
lence of iheir Courfing, came and fell down at the feet of 
their Chafers, and fuffered thcmfelves to be taken without 
trouble. I faw taken in this manner two or three hundred 
Hares in lefs then one day, without counting an Infinite of 
Wolves and Foxes. I have feen the fame thing divers times 
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done in that part of 'Tartary, which is on the other fide of the 
Province of Leao-tum , where I remember to have feen, a- 
mongft others, more than 1000 Deer fo pent up by thefe 
fort of Net's, which came to caft themfelves into the hands 
of the Hunters, having found no paflage to five themfelves 
by : they kill’d alfo Bears, Bores, and more than 60 Tigres, 
but thefe are taken by other rneanes, and with other wea¬ 


pons. 

The Emperour willd that I thould be prefent at ail thefe 
different Huntings, and he recommended to his Father in 
Law, in a mold obliging manner the having a particular 
care of me, and of giving charge that I fhould not be ex- 
pofed to any danger in the Hunting of the Tigers, and the 
other fierce Beads ; I was the cnlv Perfon of all the Man - 
darines who was without Asms, and fo near to the Empe¬ 
ror, though I made light of the Fatigue during the time we 
were on our Journey, 1 found my felf fo wearied every e- 
veniog when I got to my Tent, that I was not able to fup- 
port my felf 5 and I fhould have difpenfed with my felf di¬ 
vers times from following the Emperor, if my friends had 
not councel’d me to the contrary, and if I had not fear’d 
that he would have taken it ill if he fhould have per¬ 
ceived it. 

After having p’flid about 400 miles in Hunting daily 
after this manner, we arrived at laid at Xyn-Tam , the capi¬ 
tal City of the Province, where we flayed four 
days. 

The Inhabitants of Coree came to prefent to the Emperor 
a Sea-calf which they bad taken, the Emperor caufed me to 


fee it, and asked whether our European Books had fpoken a- 
ny thing of this Fifh; I tould him we had a Book in our 
Library at Pekin which had explain’d the Nature of it, and 
difpatched prefently a Currier to our Fathers at Pekin , who 
brought it me in a few days: The Emperor was pleated to 
fay that what was fr.vd of this Fi(h in this Book, was agree¬ 
able to this which he had fecn, and caufed it to be carried 


back 
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back again to Pekin to be < a etully preferved. 

During the (lay which ' e made in this City, the Empe¬ 
ror with the Queens wen: to vifit the Sepulchers of his An- 
ceftors, which are hot very far diflan t, from whence be 
lent them back to Xyn Yatn, to continue his own Journey 
into the Eaftern Tartary. 

After feveral days of marching and' hunting, he arrived 
at Kirin, which is diftant from Xyn-Yam 400 miles: This 
City is built along the great River Songoro , which takes its 
fource from the Mountain Chani-pe, diftant 400 miles to¬ 
wards the South: This Mountain fo famous in the Eafl 
for having been the Antient Seat of cur Tartars, is alwayes 
covered with Snow, from whence it had its name, becauie 
Cbam-pe fignifyes the white Mountaine. 

So foon as the Emperour faw it, he alighted from his 
Horfe and fell on his knees on the bank of the River, and 
bowed himfelf three times to the ground to Salute it: After 
which he caufed himfelf to be carried upon a Glorious 
Throne of Gold, and lb made his entry iref© the City : All 
the people ran in a throng before him, teftifying by their 
Acclamations the Joy they had to fee him. This Prince 
took great pleafure in thofe Teftimonies of their Affe&ion $ 
and that he might give them fome marks of his being very 
fenlible of it, he was pleafed to fuffer himfelf to be feen by 
all, and forbid his Guards to hinder the people from ap¬ 
proaching him, as they ufed to do at Pekin. 

They make in this City Barks of a very particular man¬ 
ner : The Inhabitants keep alwayes a great number of them 
ready fitted to Repulfe the Mufcovites , who come often in¬ 
to this River, to difpute the hilling of Pearls. The Empe¬ 
ror rcpofed himfelf two dayes, after which he Defcended 
upon the River with fome Lords, accompanied with more 
then 100 Boates, till he arrived at the City of TJ,la, which is 
the faired: of all this Country, and which at other times 
hath been the Seat of the Empire of the Tartars. 

A little below this City, which is at moft about 3 a miles 
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from Kirin, the River is very full of a certain filh which re¬ 
ferable near enough the P aice of Europe: and ’twas princi¬ 
pally for the taking the Divertifement of Fifhing, that the 
Emperor went to Via-, but the Rains coming on lb fuddainly, 
fwelled the River fo much, that all their Nets were broken 
and carried away, by the great Flood of thofe land Waters : 
The Emperor notwithftanding flayed 5 or 6 dayes at Via ; 
but feeing the Rains were not all difcontinued, he was 
obliged to come back to Kirin , without having injoyed the 
Pleafure of Fifhihg : as we afcended the River, the Bark 
wherein 1 was with the Emperors Father in Law, was fo in— 
dammaged by the agitation of the Waves, that we were con- 
ftrained to go afhore, and mount a Chariot drawn by one Oxe, 
which carryed us very llowly to Kirin, the Rains not at all 
cealing during our Journy. 

In the Evening when the Emperor was entertained upon: 
all thefe Adventures, he faid Laughing, the Fijh have 
cheated us j at length, after we had flayed two dayes at 
Kirin, the Rains began to Deminifh, and we re-took our 
way towards Leao-tum. I cannot here exprefs the paines 
and Fatigues thefe had caufed us to undergo, dureing the 
whole courfe of this Journy, by reafon of the ways which: 
the Rains had fpoiled, and rendered almofl Jmpaffible :: 
we went without flaying over the Mountains and over the 
Vallies, and we could not pafs but with extream Danger, the 
Brooks and Rivers which were fwelled by the Floods and. 
Inundations which ran from all parts : the Bridges were, 
either overturned by the Violence of the Currents, or all; 
covered by the great overflowing of the Waters. There were 
made in divers places great Collections of Water, and of 
Mudd, that it was almofl impoffible to be drawn out of 
it. The Horfes, Caramels, and other Beafls of Burthen,, 
which carried the Baggage could not advance, but remain¬ 
ed flicking in the Mudd of the Mat flies, or Dyed of tireing: 
upon the Ways. The Men were not at all lefs incommod¬ 
ed, and all were enfeebled for want of Victuals, and of Re— 
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frefhments neceffary for fo great a Journey: Many of the 
Horfemen were obliged, either to lead their Hories on Foot, 
who were no longer able to carry them, or o red in the 
middle of the Fields to fuffer them to take Breath: And 
though the Quarter-mailers and the Harbingers, fpared not 
their Pains, nor for Wood (which they cut on all hides) to 
fill with Faggots all the bad Paftages : Yet notwithftanding 
after the Horfes and Chariots, which took the Van early in 
the morning had quite palled, it was Impoffible to pafs after 
them : The Emperor himfelf, with his Son, and all the great 
Lords of the Court, were obliged more than once, to foot it 
over the Mud and the Marihes, fearing to expofe themfelves 
to greater danger, if they fhould have paded them on Horfe- 
back. 

When they came to Bridges, or thofe other obftrudfions all 
the Army ftayed : And as foon as the Emperor was paffed, 
with fome of the moil confiderable Perfons, all the reft came 
together in a Throng, and every one driving to pafs fir ft, ma¬ 
ny were tumbled over into the Water: Others taking ways 
more about, found them more Dangerous, failing into Sloughs 
and Bogs, out of which they could not Recover themfelves^ 
In fine, there Were fo many Inconveniencies to be met with, 
in all the Ways of Eaftern Tartary, that the old Officers who 
had followed the Court above 30 years, laid they had never 
fuffered fo much in any Journy. 

It was on thole Occafions, that the Emperor more than 
once, gave me the Marks of a Refpedt altogether particular: 
the firft day that we put ourfelves in the way for returning, 
we were flayed in the evening, by a Torrent fo great and 
Rapid, that ’twas impoffible to Ford it: The Emperor having 
by chance found a little Boat, which could not hold above 4 
Perfons at moil, paffed firft with his Sons, and fome of the 
Principal Kings followed : All the other Princes, Lords, and 
Mandarines, which the reft of the Army attended, (in the 
mean while) with Impatience the return of the Boate, to car¬ 
ry them to the other fide of the Torrent, becaufe the night ap- 
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proched, and the Tents had long before palled: But the 
Emperor being come back to us in fuch another Boat as the 
former, demanded aloud where I was ; and his Father in 
Law having pre fen ted me to him, he added, let him come 
in and Crois over with us: So we were the only Perfons that 
palled with, the Emperor and all the refl Hayed on the 
Bank, where they mult pals the night under the open Heaven : 
The fame thing hapned the next day almoft in the fame man¬ 
ner. The Emperor at Noon meeting with a like Rapid and 
fwelled Torrent, gave order that the Boats fhould be made ufe 
cf for Tranfporting the Tents, Packs, and other Baggage till 
the Evening, then willed that I Ihould pafs alone with him 
and fome few of his Attendants, having left on the other lide 
all the Great Lords, who were neceffitated to pafs the Night 
there : The Emperors Father in Law himfelf, having afked if 
he Ihould not pafs with me, lince I lodged in his Tent and eat 
at his Table; this Prince anfwered him, that he Ihould Hay, 
and he himfelf would take Order to give me what was necef- 
fary. 

After we had pad:, the Emperor fitting on the Bank-fide, 
made me fit by him, with the two Sons of the two Petty 
Weilern Kings, and the firll Colao of Tart ary , whome he 
diftinguilhed on all Occations. 

As the Night was fair, and the Heavens very cleer ; he 
willed me to Name in the Chinefe and European Languages, 
all the Confteilations that then appeared above the Horizon, 
and he himfelf firft named all thole he already knew - } then 
unfolding a fmall Map of the Heavens, which I had feme 
years fince prefented him, he put himfelf upon inquiring 
the Hour of the Night, by the Stars in the Meridian : Piea- 
fing himfelf to i'hew to al’, the Knowledg he had acquired in 
thefe Sciences. All the Marks of his Favours which he fo 
often gave me, even to the fending me to eat from his own 
Table j thefe marks I fay were fo Publick, and fo Extraordi¬ 
nary ; that the two Unckles of <he Emperor, who bore the 
Titles of Afiociates of the Empire, being on their return to 
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Pekin , faid that when the Emperor had Tome Regret or ap¬ 
peared fo me what Sad, he would Refume his ordinary Gaiie- 
tse upon the fight of me. 

I arrived at Pekin in perfeft Health the gfh day of June 
very late, though divers were detained in the v/ay by Diftem- 
pers, or were returned from their Journy, Hurt and Lamed. 

I fay nothing of what we did for Religion in this Journy, 
having Referved that for a particular Relation, by which it 
will appear, that by the Grace of our Lord, the Favours we 
received at the Court of China , produced confiderable Fruits 
for the Church, and did not take away the Crofs from the 
Miffionaries. 

I fhall here add the Tartarean Names, and the diftance of 
every Place through which we paffed in the Eaflern Partary , 
from the Capital of the Province of Leao-tum even to Kirin , 
according to the order of Days which we fpent in this Progrefs. 
A Topographick Chart may be made and infertcd into the Map 
of the Province of Leao-tum , to be found in the Atlas of Fa¬ 
ther Martin Martinius , by changing only the Latitudes ac¬ 
cording to the hights of the Pole , which we have before Spe¬ 
cified. 

I fhall add one thing more which I Underftood from the 
Inhabitants of Ula y to wit that Nincrita (which is a Place 
much Renowned in thofe Parts) is diftant from Ula 700 Chi- 
nej'e Stadia (each of which is 360 Geometrical Paces) And that 
Jmbarking at Nincrita upon the great River Helum , into 
which the Songoro, and fome other more confiderable Rivers 
are dfcharged, and following the courfe of the River, which 
runs towards the North-Eaft, or fomewhat more to the North, 
they arrive in 40 days Journy at the Ea-ftern Sea, which is 
(as I beleive) the Streight of Anien: I was told this by the 
General of the Militia, which is at Kirin j and who had per¬ 
formed this Voyage himfelf 
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The Dijlances of the Places through which we faffed 
in the Eaftern Tartary. 

t | 'He firft Day we paffed from Xyn-Yam, the Capita! 

I of the Province of heao-tum , and we arrived at 
Seac-Lyjio , fo the place is called in the Chine]"e Lan¬ 
guage. ----- 95. (India. 

The 2 d. day we arrived at Cha-cay Angha. 85. Jladia. 

The 'id. day at another Torrent of the 1 a 

fame Name. - - - 

The 4 th. at Kiaghuchen. - - 50. fiadia . 

The §th. at Feyteri. - 80. Jladia. 

The 6 th. at the Torrent of Seipery. - 60. (ladia. 

The jth. at the Torrent of dam. - 60. Jladia. 

The 8/£. at Coarou. - 5c. Jladia. 

The g th. at the Burrow of Sape. - 40. Jladia. 

The 10 th. at tguaranny Pyra. - - 40. Jladia. 

The 11 th. at Elten eme Ambayaga. - 70. Jladia. 

The 12 th. •sXYpatan. - eft. jladia. 

The \^th. at Suayen ny Pyra. - - 60. jladia. 

The iA.th. at Ylmen. - 70. Jladia. 

The 1 §th, at Seuten. - 70, Jladia. 

The 16^. at the City of Kirin. - - 70. Jladia. 

1028. 

All this Courfe being 1028 Chinefe Stadia, contains 369 
miles (each) of 1000 Geometrical Paces; the Chinefe Stadium 
containing as I mentioned before 360 Geometrical Paces. 




